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Callan for Business – Lesson 2

Why?

economic     economical   

The word “economic” means “related to money or the economy”. For example, we 
can say “That country has severe economic problems”. The word “economical”, on the 
other hand, means “providing good value” or “requiring less money than usual”. For 
example, we can say “The car cost quite a lot to buy, but it’s very economical to run”.

What’s the difference between the words “economic” and 
“economical”?  The difference … 

is that “economic” means 
“related to money or the economy”, 

whereas “economical” means “providing 
good value” or “requiring less money than usual”

Give me an example of “economic”, please. The government’s new
economic policy seems to be working

And now give me an example of “economical”, please.
He keeps his central heating on all the 

time because he believes it’s more economical

full-time      part-time        contract

terminate

When talking about jobs, people sometimes confuse the adjectives “full-time” and 
“permanent”, and the adjectives “part-time” and “temporary”. 

The difference is that “full-time” and “part-time” indicate the number of hours a 
person works each week, whereas “permanent” and “temporary” tell us whether an 
employee’s contract terminates after a certain period or not. If you work 16 hours a 
week, you have a part-time job; if your contract only lasts for two months, you have a 
temporary job.
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